[Vecuronium in crash intubation].
A prospective controlled study was conducted to compare the efficacy of vecuronium and succinylcholine for the crash-induction technique. Following precurarisation with 0.02 mg/kg vecuronium and 0.1 mg fentanyl (group A and B) or NaCl 0.9% and 0.1 mg fentanyl (group C) preoxygenation via face mask was maintained until the patients reported heavy eye-lids or weariness or the precurarization-time attained 120 s. The patients then received 5 mg/kg thiopentone followed by 1.5 mg/kg succinylcholine (group B) or 0.08 mg/kg vecuronium (group A) resp. 0.1 mg/kg vecuronium (group C) directly before the thiopentone. Rapid intubation and scoring of the intubation condition was performed by an anaesthetist who was unaware of the grouping. The intubation time was defined as the interval from the end of the injection of the drugs until cuff-inflation of the tracheal tube. All patients in group A and B could be intubated within 60 s, in contrast to only 15 patients in group C (p less than 0.05). The intubation conditions in the succinylcholine group and in the vecuronium group with divided doses showed no significant differences, while in group C the conditions were significantly worse. The modified crash-induction technique with vecuronium in divided doses could become beneficial in patients with contraindications of the use of succinylcholine who are at risk of aspiration.